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West-Mec Opportunities!
e-Institute is extremely
excited to partner with
West-Mec to offer our
students new opportunities as charter school
students. West-Mec is
the largest vocational
school district in all of
Arizona, offering students the option to
choose from more than
20 different career
paths. Students that
participate in WestMec are given the opportunity to take the

state test to be officially
licensed in the program
of their choice and start
a career as a certified
employee. These educational opportunities
cost thousands of dollars if they are taken at
a college. However, for
e-Institute students that
meet the West-Mec criteria, it is free except -

for supply fees. We are
encouraging all parents,
guardians and students
to explore the West‐Mec
website to simply evalu‐

ate if they oﬀer any pro‐
grams that may be of in‐
terest to you or your
child. The website is:
h p://west‐mec.org/

“No excuses, Only soluƟons” “Your Path, Your Pace, Your Future”
At e‐Ins tute, students
have the opportunity to
do credit recovery and
accelerate their gradua‐
on pace. This is ac‐
complished by com‐
ple ng computer classes
in a rigorous manner
and using their class
me produc vely. Our
general rule of thumb is
that students need to be
comple ng one lesson
for every hour they are
in the computer lab.
That would represent a

solid four‐year gradua on
pace. Students that com‐
plete more lessons or do
addi onal lessons at
home are accelera ng
their gradua on pace.
However, the unfortu‐
nate flip side to self‐paced
computer courses is that
we have students that are
falling farther behind due
to a complete lack of
produc vity. Parents and
guardians need to be
aware that they can check
their child’s produc vity

(daily or weekly) online
by finding the links at our
website (e‐Ins tute.us).
Mr. Wolﬀ is happy to do
a step‐by‐step
walkthrough on how you
can check your child’s
computer progress by
smart phone, tablet, or
computer. There is abso‐
lutely a direct correla on
between students being
more successful when
their parents or guardians
are checking their
produc vity on a regular
basis.

Ms. Eder’s Travels

Mr. Jensen’s Data
Mr. Jensen has been with e-Institute for
the past 4 years and is new to the Union
Hills campus. He comes to us from our
campus in Buckeye and is very happy to
be here with us. He has taught math
courses from pre-algebra through precalculus and statistics. He takes the
sometimes difficult math concepts and
breaks them into “bite-sized” chunks
that are much easier to understand. He
wants every one of his students to be a
success and takes the time to help them
with what they need.
He came to us from a number of years
teaching in Illinois, and is happy to be
down here where he no longer has to
shovel snow or deal with icy roads. He
is very strong on helping the students to
learn and will go the extra mile to help
them when they ask for the help. He has
a strong sense of humor and usually has
a “bad math joke of the day” to share
with the classes and appreciates when
the students have math jokes they can
share as well.

The most unimportant things you
will never need to know is this paragraph you are about to read. For
those who care to keep reading, I
was born on the other end of the
world, just because my parents get
married in Europe and decided to
have a baby in a hospital in Budapest. The realization, that Attila the
Hun was a famous fierce warrior,
made me follow in his footsteps and
I started fencing at the beginning of
middle school rather than being
kicked out of school. Being good
enough got me on the country’s
national team and I got to fight and
battle all throughout Europe.
So, lets finish fast and put you, dear
reader, out of you misery: Modern
Pentathlon, Bachelor’s Diploma,
National & European Championships, Australia, MTV, media,
Cseni, OH, ON, TX, FL, AZ.
As a matter of fact, I am………
Run out of room. Boom!!

Really bad math joke: The math teacher
hired an odd-job man to do 8 jobs for him.
When the teacher returned home, he'd only
done jobs 1,3,5, and 7.
Another even worse math joke: MATH – The
only place where someone can buy 64 watermelons and no one wonders why…

Mr. McCormick’s Ranch
Welcome new students and
returning students to the
2017‐2018 school year! My
name is Mr. Kevin
McCormick and will be
guiding your student
through their high school
career at the Grovers
campus. This is my third
year teaching at e‐ns tute
and I couldn’t be happier. I
have a beau ful wife, two
children (Madeline; 3 years
old and James; 1 year old)
and two dogs (Hannah;
Boxer and Brooke; German
Shepherd mix). I am
looking forward to an
exci ng year of helping our
students graduate and plan
for opportuni es a er high
school. My email is:
kevin.mccormick@learningmatters.org

Civics Graduation Requirement
Starting last year for the Class of
2017, the Arizona Department of
Education has added the graduation
requirement that all students must
pass a Civics test. The test is provided by the state but the methodology in which we administer it has yet
to be determined. Here at e-

Institute, we wanted all students and
families to be aware that we will
soon be implementing new instructional strategies to promote our students understanding of their government and the country’s current
events. Students that pass the test
at any time it is given, will have sat-

isfied the graduation requirement
regardless of the grade level in
which they take the exam. Initial
testing should begin during this
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Mrs. Shaw’s Shack
Hello e-institute Students,
Parents, & Friends! My
name is Jean-Nate Shaw & I
am your English/Language
Arts/Film Humanities teacher. This is my fifth year at einstitute, & I’m looking forward to another productive
school year. Students taking
my class can look forward to
reaching their goals in a
supportive learning environment.
On a personal note, I was

born and raised in Los Angeles, California. Yet, I have
also lived in Oregon and
Louisiana. I received both
my undergraduate and
graduate degrees from Ashford University. I moved to
Arizona in 2005 and have
lived in Phoenix for the past
12 years. I love college football and ALL things New Or-

Mr. Pizzuto’s Pit

Welcome back students!!!! I am
Mr. Pizzuto the Science teacher for
e-Institute Union Hills. I have a
Bachelor's degree in Biology and
can teach all subjects from Anatomy to Zoology. This year will be
my 7th year at E-Institute and really love teaching students about
Science. I also have a Master's
Degree in Counseling which helps

with students and their career
goals. Two years ago I retired
from the service after 30 years
both in the Navy and Air Force. I
love to travel and have been to all
the United States including Puerto
Rico and over 30 countries. In my
spare time I like to do everything
except play golf. I also rehabilitate wild and injured animals and
hold seminars about all types of
animals endangered, invasive,
and extinct. My greatest love is
the ocean where I interact with all
types of Marine life such as
whales, sharks, seals, dolphins,
eels, and fish just to name a few.

leans (especially the food). I
also love learning and working with kids of all ages.

I am ready for a new
school year and I’m excited to see what we can
accomplish together!
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Mr. Wolff’s Den
Welcome to the 2016‐17 school
year. We are very excited at
some new opportuni es e‐
Ins tute is bringing to your chil‐
dren this year and we appreci‐
ate you very much for en‐
trus ng us with your child’s edu‐
ca on. Our goal is find any
way to help your child be suc‐
cessful, academically and per‐
sonally. We are emphasizing
rigor within our curriculum but
also flexibility in order to meet
our students’ needs. We also
welcome all communica on and
contact from parents with con‐
cerns, sugges ons or inquiries.

Ms. Acosta’s Classroom

As principal, I take great pride
in gradua ng as many students
as possible. It’s not easy….our
kids earn it, but we will do any‐
thing and everything to support
them along the way.
I have been with e‐Ins tute @
Union Hills since 2007 and be‐
gan my teaching career in Arizo‐
na in 1996….wow, that makes

me sound old. I appreciate every day
that e‐Ins tute oﬀers me the chance
to work with our students. I started at
e‐Ins tute as a part‐ me evening in‐
structor and have moved up through
the years and am now in charge of all
seven e‐Ins tute high schools as the
district’s Lead Principal. When I’m not
at work (not o en so I am pre y easy
to find if you have any issues), I enjoy
spending me with my beau ful wife
of over 20 years, Amy, and our two
daughters, Emma (18 and now oﬀ at
NAU…...diﬃcult for her ASU dad but a
nice place to visit) and Sophia
(11…..and now in 6th grade at Coyote
Hills Elementary School).

Welcome parents, guardians and students to the 2017-2018 school year!
My name is Ms. Acosta and I am the
new Assistant Principal at both Union
Hills and Grovers. I have been with eInstitute for five years and have enjoyed assisting many students. Previously to working for e-Institute, I
worked as a teacher for two districts in
the valley, a high school and a middle
school.

end of the school year at the Avondale campus.
I hesitated, but something about the call seemed
right; I accepted. The end of the school year
came, and I was asked if I would be willing to
cover summer school; I accepted. Before summer school was over, I was offered a contract
for the upcoming school year, and I accepted. I
must say that I had thought about working for a
charter high school because I knew students got
second chances at charter schools. I knew that
initial call back in April of 2012 was heaven
sent and here I am five years later. There have
The time came, however, to take some been challenges along the way, but by far, one
time off, so I decided to take two years of the best decisions I have ever made.
off. My vacation did not last long
though. Ten months into my vacation, On a more personal note, I am a native ArizoApril of 2012 to be exact, I got a call
nan, born and raised and with no plans on movfrom the e-Institute lead principal (at
ing. I love Arizona! I am fluent in both English
that time) and he asked me if I would
and Spanish. I have two adult children and
be willing to long-term sub until the
three dogs. I enjoy spending time with my fam-

Football is Back and We Are CelebraƟng
That’s right!!! In celebra on that the depressing days of summer that deprive us of Sun‐
day football have come to an end, students are being given the opportunity to show oﬀ
their team pride. On Wednesday, September 27th, students can wear any team shirt or
jersey or team hat they choose instead of their uniform shirt. This is not a dress down
day and will not cost $1.00…..it’s free. However, it also is not a standard street clothes
dress‐down day….team/sports shirts and hats only (ones that cover everything). We are
looking for the students to show oﬀ their team pride that day!!!
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mother was the best and hardest job
I've ever had. I graduated from Paradise Valley High School, I've had
many occupations but nothing like
this one. Working at a school you
definitely need endurance, dedication and a sense of heart. I'm looking
forward to a fun and exciting year
with both previous and new students. Let’s get graduated!

Ms. Zipporah’s Salon
Ms. Celina’s Desktop
My name is Celina Rasko, I was
born and raised in Phoenix Arizona.
I'm happily married with two boys
and love to spend time with my
family at the beach. Becoming a

My name is Zipporah Silva, I was born and raised in Phoenix Arizona, I graduated from this very campus seven years ago. Since then I have completed
my Associates degree, now finishing my BA in English. I am pursuing a career in teaching, as these kids are what inspire me. I will be going into my
fourth year here at E-Institute, I look forward to taking this journey with my
old and new kids. Part of what makes this school stand out is that heart and
soul that is put behind each and every student that becomes a part of our
family. So lets get this year started!

The Counselor’s Corner:
Mr. Curtis Gardner
I am really excited about the 20172018 school year and have a lot that I am
working on as the District Counselor to
provide support for parents, students and
staff of e-Institute. I do everything I can to
support our students to help them successfully graduate from high school and help
them plan ahead to reach their future
goals. Here is a little bit about me.
I grew up in Phoenix and even
though I was not born here I consider myself a native. I have been married 25 years
and have 5 children and love being a father. I love basketball and I enjoy doing
various types of art in all mediums. I went
to Maryvale High School here in the valley
and graduated from Arizona State University with a Bachelors degree in Art Education and taught art at the elementary and
junior high for 6 years and am very passionate about the importance of having the
arts as part of a every child's education to
help them become a balanced individual.

Creativity is a vital part of the success of
every aspect of the communities in which
we live.
I received a Masters Degree in Educational Counseling in 2001 and have really
enjoyed being a Counselor at e-Institute. I
love working with kids every day. They
bring a lot of positive energy into my life as
I help them navigate the challenges they
face daily in a very complex society as students and as individuals. I have worked
with students in various aspects of education. I have worked at the elementary level
as a teacher and as a principal and was also
a principal at the high school level for a few
years.
My favorite part of all of these responsibilities has always been working with
students at an individual, group and classroom level to try and help them recognize
their strengths and abilities while working
through very real life situations whether
through the arts or in a counseling capacity.
I look forward to continuing to being a support to students and their families this year.
Have a great school year.
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Mr. Chakhachiro’s
Lab
Greetings and welcome back! I
am Mr. C and I am the Para professional in charge of supporting
both you and my fellow teachers
to insure the best possible educational experience. I began my
career as a para in 2015 and still
going strong. My goal here is to
make sure that you are as productive and successful as humanly possible. I truly believe
that each and every one of you
have the potential to be great
and I want nothing more than to
see that each and every day. I
was born in Latakia Syria where
the education system was very

difficult and unfair for many
students. I had dreamed for
years to move to the US where I
heard dreams could come true
and with hard work a bright
future can be secured. I
moved to Phoenix, Arizona 15
years ago and it has been a
roller-coaster ride. I have had

many jobs during my years but I
must say that this one is by far the
most challenging but also the most
rewarding. I enjoy anything to do
with nature such as camping, hiking,
exploring, scuba diving and most
importantly enjoying an ice cold
slice of watermelon on a hot summer
day. I hope that you have enjoyed
this and that we have an awesome
and successful year.
Oh yeah, and I am also a proud graduate of E-Institute High School (Class
of 2010)

Office Hours for Additional Instruction
NEED EXTRA HELP FOR TRADITIONAL
OR COMPUTER MATH CLASSES?

MATH LAB
THURSDAY

4:30-8:30 PM

WHAT ABOUT SUPPORT WITH YOUR
TRADITIONAL SCIENCE OR COMPUTER
SCIENCE COURSES?

SCIENCE LAB
FRIDAY

4:30-8:30 PM
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Attendance Matters
Attendance is critical to a
student’s ability to be successful in school. Simply, if
they are not here, they will
not be doing well. In addition, the state of Arizona requires that students attend
school 20 hours a week.
When a student misses
school at e-Institute, they
have automatically fallen below that minimum standard.
To assist our students from
being truant, we have a
FLEX program for additional

instructional hours and make
up time. Students simply have
to attend an additional session
during the week they were absent and that will replace the
absence.
Students that have 10 absences
that have not been flexed will
be ineligible for academic
credit and will be considered
for withdrawal from the school.
Students that reach 9 tardies
will be moved to a later session in order to give that student more time to get to
school.

IT’S ALWAYS THE CELL PHONE
When discussing e-Institute
policies and procedures, it
is difficult not to address
the issue of cell phones. It
is no secret that e-Institute
has a rather strict cell
phone policy. In fact, due
to the rules involving cell
phones, more than 50% of
our referrals and suspensions come from cell phone
use. Students this year
have been more respectful
of the policies than in the
past but we have still had
our share of issues. Our
policies have slightly
changed this year. Instead
of a one-day suspension on

a student’s first offense,
they are now required to
turn in their phone for one
day (the next day). The
second offense will result
in a mandatory turn-in policy on a daily basis. The
reality is that e-Instutute
students only attend school
four hours a day. Those
four hours need
to be used as

productively as possible and
cell phones are the Number
One distraction for potentially
successful students. A good
rule of thumb might be to
leave the cell phone at home
and double-check that the uniform shirt is coming to school.
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